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EV Charging in Apartment buildings

What does good look like?



OCN
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OCN – the Owners Corporation Network – is the independent 
voice for strata and apartment owners across Australia, working 
to make apartment living better, fairer and more sustainable.

We connect owners, professionals and government through 
forums, networks and events, and empower strata communities 
with trusted education, webinars and resources.



What I will cover today
1. What is preventing EV charging in apartment buildings?

2. Who is responsible for the application for EV charging.

3. 5 steps to EV readiness

4. What does fair look like?

5. By-laws associated with EV Charging

6. Fire safety and Insurance considerations

7. Update of SSMA provisions

8. NSW 2025 EV Ready Buildings Grant program update

Presenter:

•Fred Tuckwell, OCN



1.  What is stopping EV charging in 

apartment buildings?

Just a fad?

Cost of charging?

Lack of funding?

Lack of EV models?

Overwhelm the grid?

EV create more emissions

Range anxiety?

EV Fire Risk?

Structural Load?
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Structural Load?



Owners Corporations

• Reactive or proactive approach

Owners

• Is the building EV Ready or not?

• Use the standard building 

renovations process.

2.  Who is responsible for the application?



1. Owners survey

2. Energy Assessment

3. Evaluate options

4. Evaluate payment options

5. Plan approval and identify funding 
source

3.  5 step Process



Often people associate apartments as large 
buildings.

Building size has a significant impact on EV 

charging requirements.

3.  One size does not fit all!

Building Size range 

(lots)

% Buildings % Apartments

1 - 10 75% 28%

11 - 100 24% 49%

101 + 1% 23%



4. What does fair look like?

Do you need higher capacity chargers?

• Depends on user requirements

• Most just need a simple power point

Keep it simple, consider:

• power points down stream of the dwelling meter

• Install managed power points

• Shared common property chargers



4.  Load or Power Usage Control

Do you need a building power 
supply up-grade?

– Depends on the specific 
building circumstances.

– Often expensive.

Load control:

• Time of day charging

• Electronic demand 
management

Determines Building 

supply

Available for EV Charging



5.  By-laws?

Do you need OC approval and by-law?
• We think yes

Ordinary vs special resolution

OCN EV Charging By-law



6. Fire safety and Insurance considerations

EV are far less likely to catch fire than petrol and diesel vehicles.

– EV battery fires 2010 - 2025: (source EV FireSafe)

– Worldwide: 722 fires from over 40M  EVs.

– Australia 12 fires from 454,000 EVs.

– Motor Vehicles:  (source Fire NSW Data tables)

– 2024/25 year NSW  3123 fires from 6M motor vehicles.

– NSW 10 Years, 2015 – 2025. 30,329 fires form 5.2m to 6.3m motor vehicles.

Fire Risk while charging.

– EVs are built to very high standards of safety.

– Australian electrical standards are very high.

– If those standards are followed, EV FireSafe advise an EV can’t catch fire whilst charging.

Insurance

– Shop around. Many insurers rate EVs as a low risk.

– Same goes for strata building insurance.



7. Update of SSMA provisions

Strata Legislation 

– Sustainability projects: 50% or simple majority.

– OC must consider environmental sustainability at each 

AGM:

– Include sustainability items in the capital work fund.

– Projects include LED lighting, Solar panels and batteries, heat 

pumps, Water saving devices and EV charging stations.

– Right to charge



8. EV Ready Buildings Grant program update

Dan



Questions?
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