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OCN is creating new

content on our web site for

every state and territory

Keep an eye on the

website for more and

more updates!  One more

reason to join :)

For instance, our strata

info page has loads of free

valuable resources.

Take a peek at our Strata

guide on how to save on

insurance premiums here.

Strata Matters

Conference

Join us at the 2025 Strata Matters: Smarter Strata

conference

  📅 When: Friday 3 October 2025 

  📍 Where: In person and Online

This year’s theme, Smarter Strata, explores how

technology, good governance, and community

collaboration can strengthen apartment living and

strata management.

The Hon. Anoulack Chanthivong, Minister for Better

Regulation and Fair Trading, and Minister for Building,

will open the conference in person, plus you'll hear

from expert speakers, enjoy panel discussions, and

connect with leading voices in the strata space.

Learn more and register here. Members receive

discounted rates so join today.

Strata defects

survey

2025 Strata Defects Survey: Open now and closing

soon on 30 July

Your strata scheme is eligible if your apartment

building was built between July 2018 and June 2024.

The survey is run by Building Commission NSW with

SCA (NSW) to help government understand building

defects in apartment buildings—how often they occur,

their nature, and how they’re managed.

The previous survey �ndings have supported

initiatives like Project Intervene and improvements in

defect reporting and repairs.

If your building quali�es, make sure your strata

manager completes this on the NSW Strata Hub.

More details at Building Commission NSW.

Embedded networks
Maximum pricing rules

If you live in a residential building with an embedded

electricity network—where power is supplied through a

private network operated by your building owner,

manager, or a third party—new laws are now in

e�ect to protect you.

The NSW Government has made it clear: you should

not be paying more for power just because you live

in an embedded network.

To support this, IPART (the Independent Pricing and

Regulatory Tribunal) has been given authority to set

maximum prices that can be charged for electricity in

these communities.  Read more here.

OCN supporter, Embedded Network Arena has

developed a white paper to guide you through the

embedded network journey. Click here for your free

copy.

Committee Training
Mandatory Committee Training

OCN is in dialogue with NSW Fair Trading re the

development of committee training as required under

recent strata law reforms.  Stay tuned for more info.

Upcoming webinars

Sharpen your strata "soft skills" and

get your Scheme working for YOU!

  📅 When: Thursday, 17 July | 12:00 PM

  📍 Where: Online

  💰 Cost: Free

While by-laws and legislation are crucial,

there's a less obvious, but equally vital,

side to successful strata living: soft skills.

Join OCN’s Queensland-based board

director, and joint managing director,

Chris Irons – who also happens to be a

former Queensland Body Corporate

Commissioner and now, a nationally

accredited mediator, as he reveals how

interpersonal communication,

negotiation, and strategic thinking can

transform your strata scheme.

On demand webinars

Missing something?

Only members can access our last

webinar recording on the hot topic of

Waterproo�ng and watershedding.

Other on-demand recordings cover

topics as diverse as:

the Design & Building Practitioners

Act, 

mould prevention and removal,

shared solar, 

changing your strata manager,

electric vehicle and e-bike

charging, and 

emergency preparedness 

You'll �nd these in the Member Portal,

along with many other resources so why

not join us?

Quarterly NSW Ministerial Meeting

This meeting canvassed issues such as the proposed

mandatory committee training, which will be

accompanied by strata managing agent and real

estate agent strata training.  Also, the third tranche of

strata law reforms should commence late 2025, and

will hopefully include embedded networks (something

OCN has been agitating for since 2015).  OCN

questioned the removal from the Bill of more stringent

requirements for building managers, and hopes to see

these reinstated in the next phase of reforms.

New South Wales
Danrae webinar - Protect your Assets with smarter

Flat Roof Waterproo�ng

This partner webinar tackles one of the most complex

areas in waterproo�ng, �at roofs in commercial and

industrial environments. Hosted by Daniel Caruana,

CEO at Danrae Group, this session features expert

insights from Chris Panayatov, Director of Roof

Inspection Australia and a recognised industry

authority in roo�ng diagnostics and compliance.

📅 When: Wednesday 30 July  | 1:00 PM

📍 Where: Online

Register here

New South Wales
OCN supports council’s gas ban. Developers say it’s

a no-brainer

OCN’s joint managing director, David Glover, said the

move to all-electric homes was “inevitable” for health,

environmental and economic reasons, so the City of

Sydney’s restriction on gas in new homes was “well

thought through and essential”.

The City of Sydney has mandated that new residential

developments will have to use electric cooktops, ovens

and space heating from January 1, 2026, and be

entirely gas free from the following year.

Read the article here

New South Wales
New NSW strata laws

From 1 July 2025, NSW strata laws change to provide

property owners with greater fairness, promote

sustainability, and simplify renovations, accessibility

upgrades, and building management

Read the article here

New South Wales
Bene�ts of going green

Antias received a City of Sydney Green Building Grant.

So far, Antias has:

upgraded its solar system, increasing from 38 to

90 solar panels in a 39.6kW system, with an

estimated return on investment of around 4

years.

upgraded all common property lighting to LEDs

NABERS energy rating improved from 4 to 5

stars.

The upgraded system now covers all of Antias’

common property electricity use

installed motion sensors in the car park and �re

stairs.

 Read more here.

New South Wales
Strata Living Guide

NSW Fair Trading has relaunched Strata living: A guide

to the essentials for strata owners. This guide aims

to help strata owners and residents better understand

how strata works in NSW and their rights and

responsibilities.  You can view and download the guide

here

Queensland
A Queensland tribunal recently denied an owner's

appeal regarding a second fridge on their balcony

This decision, which was discussed on ABC Brisbane

radio by OCN's Qld Director Chris Irons, highlights the

challenges owners face when dealing with such issues

within a strata scheme.

The case emphasizes the importance of adhering to

by-laws and body corporate rules concerning the use

of common property and exclusive use areas.

Victoria
Victorian Government announces an independent

expert panel to review the Owners Corporations

Act

The review aims to ensure the Act is working fairly and

e�ciently, and in the interests of lot owners and

residents in strata developments.

The review will cover a wide range of issues including

unethical management practices, unfair contracts,

undisclosed commissions, voting structures, hardship

provisions for owners who cannot pay fees, and the

processes surrounding collective sales of strata

assets. The government also con�rmed the panel will

examine whether recent amendments to short-stay

accommodation regulations are proving e�ective.

Read more here.

Victoria
Victorian Owners Corporations must matter

OCN”s Victorian Director, Dr Janette Corcoran called

for the City of Melbourne to consider the realities

faced by the thousands of existing strata buildings

that are already home for the majority of the city’s

residents.  If you live in a high-rise, now is the time to

speak up.  The more the council hears that residential

strata – and how this operates – matters, the more

likely we are to see real change in future budgets.

Read more here.

ACT
OCN ACT and Chris Irons in his capacity as ex

Queensland Body Corporate Commissioner testi�ed

at the ACT Inquiry into the Management of Strata

Properties.

The inquiry is investigating the application of the Unit

Titles (Management) Act 2011 and its current

performance, including the remit for a potential Strata

Commissioner, the quali�cations and licensing of

strata managers (including con�icts of interest and

fee models) and the responsibilities of executive

committee members.

Related content

OCN made a submission to the Inquiry into the

Management of Strata Properties. Read more here.

South Australia
Discover the proposed strata changes in South

Australia for 2025, including governance updates,

sustainability initiatives, and pet ownership rules.

Learn how these reforms could impact you and how

to prepare.

For more information on the proposed reforms, visit

the South Australian Government website

Tasmania
Stay tuned

Western Australia
Stay tuned

Northern Territory
Stay tuned

Dear

Welcome to the latest Subscriber Update. 

This month we've been busy advocating on your behalf, and to mix things up we're running

a webinar on how to improve your relationships with your fellow strata community. It's

happening on Thursday 17th July and you can read more below or register here.

As a subscriber, you're missing out on access to the member portal where you'll �nd a

wealth of resources. 

Aside from the Member Forum, on-demand access to past webinar recordings, a growing

suite of special member o�ers and discounted by-law templates, your membership fees

enable us to advocate on your behalf to improve outcomes for those of us living in strata.

Membership starts at just $77pa so why not join today? Join OCN

You can download and share our �yer about the bene�ts of membership here - OCN �yer

2025. 

Follow us on Facebook and LinkedIn

News updates

Major sponsors

Panel sponsors and Opening Address sponsor

EDUCATION

"Many thanks - it was an informative webinar and it’s encouraging to see these

important industry issues are being discussed amongst the Owners Corporation

Network” A. Victoria

“I think OCN o�ers a huge bang for the buck as a member, and thank all the

OCN sta� and board for their great work on our behalf.” Ginny, Coogee

Read more about our advocacy here
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