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 “56 Exemptions from insurance for multi-storey buildings 

 

(1) A person who does, or enters into a contract to do, residential building 

work relating to the construction of a multi-storey building is exempt 

from the requirements of Part 6 of the Act in respect of that residential 

building work. 

(2) A developer who enters into a contract for the sale of land on which 

residential building work relating to the construction of a multi-storey 

building has been done, or is to be done, is exempt from the 

requirements of section 96A of the Act in relation to that residential 

building work. 

……. 
 

(9) In this clause:  

"multi-storey building" means a building: 

(a) that has a rise in storeys of more than 3, and 

(b) that contains 2 or more separate dwellings. 

"rise in storeys" has the same meaning as it has in the Building Code of 

Australia of the National Construction Code Series.  

"storey" has the same meaning as it has in the Building Code of 

Australia of the National Construction Code Series.” (Emphasis added). 
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 An illustration of how concerning the issue really is 
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(1) if the subject of a contract is the construction of buildings or other fixed 

installations, the plans for which are made by an architect to be carried out by 

the contractor under their supervision, they shall both be jointly liable for a 

period of ten years. During this time, they must compensate the employer for 

any total or partial collapse of the building or installation that they have erected 

and for any defect that threatens its stability or safety, unless the contract 

specifies a longer period. This law will apply unless the contracting parties 

originally intend that the installations should remain in place for less than ten 

years. 

(2) The said obligation to make compensation shall remain notwithstanding that 

the defect or collapse arises of a defect in the land itself or that the employer 

consent to the construction of the defective buildings or installations 

(3) The period of ten years shall commence as from the time of delivery of the 

work. 78
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 Changes to the Statutory warranty periods under the HBA 
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 Changes to the insurance requirements in the HBA 

 

 

 Introducing the concept of joint responsibility  
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 Changes to the EPA Act 

 

 

 

 

 

 CONCLUSION 
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